*a schoolboy's cake*
immediately clear that the days of the Shelburne Ministry were
numbered. In vain did the Government speakers try to narrow
down the discussion to the simple issue—was not the peace which
they were now asked to consider preferable to the war which
had been so inconclusively waged for so many years? The
Opposition, on the other hand, defined the issue very differently—
could not the Government have secured more favourable terms ?
Fox asked the Ministers to produce the conditions of peace which
he had drafted while he was Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs;
the House would quickly realize that they were to be preferred to
those which were now under discussion, and by skilful negoti-
ation they could have been easily imposed upon the King's
enemies. North's line of attack took the form of a detailed
examination of the terms; and with his customary grace and
amiability he argued that the Government had made too great
concessions without securing adequate safeguards. Why had
they complacently abandoned the American loyalists r Why had
they gratuitously granted the Americans fishing rights in the
Gulf of St Lawrences Why had they cheerfully surrendered
positions strongly held by British forces outside the boundaries
of the thirteen colonies ? There was only one answer to these
questions: the Ministers were incompetent to deal with the
situation.
It fell to the lot of Pitt to wind up the debate and defend the
Government. He lost no opportunity in pouring scorn upon the
* unholy alliance' which so obviously existed between North and
Fox—an alliance concluded for no other purpose than to hamper
the ICing's government. He lost his temper with Sheridan—and
was smartly rebuked by the Playwright-Member for his pains.
Pitt's was not a great speech; and at the end of an all-night sitting
the Government found itself outvoted by sixteen votes. Four
days later [February 2ist] the Opposition proceeded to drive
home the advantage which they now so clearly held in the House
of Commons. Cavendish tabled a number of resolutions which
constituted a vote of censure on the Ministry for its conduct of
the negotiations leading up to the signing of the preliminaries of
peace. France, Spain and Holland were on the verge of ex-
haustion; and yet the Ministers were prepared to make them
concessions which only nations flushed with the most dazzling
victories had the right to demand. Fox followed in the same
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